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May 20, 2021 
 
President Joseph R. Biden  
The White House  
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 

Dear President Biden, 

 

As your Administration works towards the goal of net zero carbon emissions no later than 2050, we the 
undersigned ask that you consider sustainable aquaculture production as a tool to help mitigate climate 
change, as well as contribute towards feeding a growing population.  
 
According to the United Nations, human population is projected to reach 9.7 billion by 20501 and the 
global demand for healthful animal protein will rise by as much as 88 percent2. Numerous reports 
published in the last three years call for future animal protein production to shift towards seafood, 
including aquaculture3 4 5 6 7. Environmental impacts of animal protein production, such as energy use, 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, land use, water use and biodiversity impacts per functional unit of 
protein can be greatly mitigated through well-managed aquaculture, including offshore aquaculture in 
marine waters.  
 
Well-managed marine aquaculture development could increase the resiliency of our food systems to 
future environmental, social, and economic shocks, including the impacts of climate change8 9. Certain 
types of marine aquaculture, such as seaweed farming, also have the potential to sequester carbon and 
may be used as a tool to mitigate global warming by removing CO2 from the atmosphere10 11. In addition 
to carbon sequestration, aquaculture can provide other ecosystem services such as improving water 
quality, regulating ocean acidification, protecting coastlines, providing habitat for other species, and 
more12 13. 
 
Further, by prioritizing domestic aquaculture in your Administration’s climate policies, you will support 
the growth of an American seafood community that is resilient to economic and climate changes and is 
part of a holistic approach to a more diverse, sustainable food strategy.  
 
We the undersigned American scientists, industry leaders and environmental advocates ask that you 
elevate the discussion around sustainable aquaculture production in your Administration’s climate 
policies. We are eager to share our experience and knowledge with you and your staff wherever 
possible. Please contact any of us to schedule time to discuss further. 
 

 
 

Sincerely, 
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