May 20, 2021

President Joseph R. Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Biden,

As your Administration works towards the goal of net zero carbon emissions no later than 2050, we the
undersigned ask that you consider sustainable aquaculture production as a tool to help mitigate climate
change, as well as contribute towards feeding a growing population.

According to the United Nations, human population is projected to reach 9.7 billion by 2050 and the
global demand for healthful animal protein will rise by as much as 88 percent?. Numerous reports
published in the last three years call for future animal protein production to shift towards seafood,
including aquaculture® 4> ¢ 7, Environmental impacts of animal protein production, such as energy use,
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, land use, water use and biodiversity impacts per functional unit of
protein can be greatly mitigated through well-managed aquaculture, including offshore aquaculture in
marine waters.

Well-managed marine aquaculture development could increase the resiliency of our food systems to
future environmental, social, and economic shocks, including the impacts of climate change® °. Certain
types of marine aquaculture, such as seaweed farming, also have the potential to sequester carbon and
may be used as a tool to mitigate global warming by removing CO, from the atmosphere!® 1. In addition
to carbon sequestration, aquaculture can provide other ecosystem services such as improving water
quality, regulating ocean acidification, protecting coastlines, providing habitat for other species, and
more?? 13,

Further, by prioritizing domestic aquaculture in your Administration’s climate policies, you will support
the growth of an American seafood community that is resilient to economic and climate changes and is
part of a holistic approach to a more diverse, sustainable food strategy.

We the undersigned American scientists, industry leaders and environmental advocates ask that you
elevate the discussion around sustainable aquaculture production in your Administration’s climate
policies. We are eager to share our experience and knowledge with you and your staff wherever
possible. Please contact any of us to schedule time to discuss further.

Sincerely,



Kim Gorton
Slade Gorton & Co.
Boston, MA

David Kelly
Innovasea
Boston, MA

Tony Dal Ponte
Pacific Seafood
Clackamas, OR

Daniel Benetti, PhD
Professor & Director of Aquaculture

University of Miami

Horace G. Dawson, llI
Red Lobster Seafood Co.
Orlando, FL

Derek Figueroa
Seattle Fish Co.
Denver, CO

Kathleen A. McDavitt
Aquaculture Stewardship Council
Salt Lake City, UT

Sean O’Scannlain
Fortune International, LLC
Bensenville, IL

Harlon Pearce
Harlon’s LA Fish
Kenner, LA

Joe Cardenas
Agquaco
Ft. Pierce, FL

Keith Drynan
Trout Lodge
Bonney Lake, WA

Markos Scheer

Premium Aquatics, LLC dba Seagrove Kelp Co.

Craig, AK

Barry Antonio Costa-Pierce
University of New England
Biddeford & Portland, ME

Russell T. Hill, Ph.D.

Institute of Marine and Environmental Technology

University of Maryland

Hugh Welsh
DSM North America
Parsippany, NJ

Tony Chen
Manolin Inc.
Denver, CO

Craig Browdy, Ph.D
Zeigler Bros., Inc.
Gardeners, PA

Dr. Peter L. Merrill

Kennebec River Biosciences, Inc.

Richmond, ME

Dennis J. Peters
Gulfstream Aquaculture, LLC
Miramar Beach, FL

Brian C. Small
Aquaculture Research Institute
Univereity of Idaho

Brian Greenberg
Ocean Crystal Seafood
Tigard, OR

Kyle Lentz
Chelsea Farms
Eld Inlet, WA

Kevan L. Main, Ph.D.
Mote Marine Laboratory
Sarasota, FL

Todd Wendt
Seatech Corporation

Lynnwood, WA

Carolina Panoff
Seaventure Clam Co
Fort Pierce, FL

Joseph Rosenberg
CenSea, Inc.
Northbrook, IL

Crystal Johnson
Hatch Blue
Kona, HI

Todd Crescenzo, CFA
Clear Creek Investments, LLC
Solana Beach, CA

James Sullivan, Ph.D.
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute
Florida Atlantic University

Donna Lanzetta
Manna Fish Farms, Inc.
Hampton Bays, NY

Quentin Lange
Private Investor
Kearney, NE

Thomas J. Kehoe
Kingsbridge Strategies, Inc.
New York, NY

Neil Anthony Sims
Ocean Era, Inc.
Kailua-Kona, HI



Bob Rheault

East Coast Shellfish Growers Association

Toms River, NJ

Ken Malone
Early Charm Ventures
Baltimore, MD

Donald Kent
Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute
San Diego, CA/Melbourne Beach, FL

Bill DiMento
High Liner Foods
Portsmouth, NH

Kelly Lucas
University of Southern Mississippi

Ocean Springs, MS

Bryton Shang
Aquabyte
San Francisco, CA

Max Holtzman
Pontos Aqua
Washington, DC

Dan Northrup
Benson Hill
St. Louis, MO

Scott Nichols
Food'’s Future
West Chester, PA

lan W. Jefferds
Penn Cove Shellfish, LLC
Coupeville, WA

Chris Sherman
Island Creek Oysters
Burlington, MA

Commissioner Nikki Fried

Florida Depatment of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Tallahassee, FL

Kasha Cox

Merck Animal Health, Global Aquaculture Business

St. Louis, MO

Stephanie Quah
Cargill Aqua Nutrition
Wayzata, MN

Michael Cigliano
Santa Monica Seafood
Santa Monica, CA

Omar Alfi
Pacifico Aquaculture
San Diego, CA

Jesse Mitchell
Wenger
Sabetha, KS

Allan LeBlanc
CALYSTA
Menlo Park, CA

Wally Stevens

Global Aquaculture Alliance

Portsmouth, NH

Howard Tang
Peritus Capital
New York, NY

Bill Dewey
Taylor Shellfish
Shelton, WA

Gary Dempsay
Wilbur-Ellis Nutrition, LLC
Buhl, ID

George Souza
Endeavor Seafood, Inc.

Newport, RI

Scott W. Flood
Blue Water Fisheries, LLC

Contoocook, NH

Dick Jones
Blue Ocean Mariculture
Kona, HI

Tony Downs
Sysco
Houston, TX

David Brock
Wilbur Ellis

San Francisco, CA

Raz Halili
Prestige Oysters
Dickinson, TX

Rob Johnson
Sea Pact
San Francisco, CA

Robert Desel
The Crosby Group
Richardson, TX



Rex Ito
Prime Time Seafood, Inc.

Los Angeles, CA

Jeanne McKnight
Northwest Aquaculture Alliance
Covington, WA

David Stephen
Sustainable Aquafarms
Davis, CA

Myra Tallerico
Sterling Caviar
Elverta, CA

Bill Shedd
American Sportfishing Association
Alexandria, VA

Mary Larkin
Gaskiya Diagnostics
Baltimore, MD

Jim Collins
Atlantic Aqua Farms USA
Eliot, ME

Margaret Pilaro
Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers Association
Olympia, WA

William T Hogarth
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL

Victoria Parr
Veramaris
Blair, NE

Mark Rottmann
iCell Aqua Inc.
Narragansett , Rl

Linda Lai Cornish
Seafood Nutrition Partnership
Arlington, VA

Randy Rhodes
Harvest Select

Union Town, AL

RADM Jonathan W. White, USN (ret.)

Consortium for Ocean Leadership
Washington, DC

Richard V. Lawson, CNE
International Ocean Science &

Technology Idustry Association (IOSTIA)

Washington, DC
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